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Temporary Morgue Operations

· Determine the impact of the incident and have the EOC contact the County Coroner.
· Make recommendations to the EOC for sites that would be suitable as a temporary morgue.
· Refer all inquiries concerning number of the deceased to the EOC.
· Determine the number of personnel immediately available for assistance.
· Ensure personnel assisting the recovery teams understand the County Coroner policies and procedures.
If the county coroner/medical examiner cannot be contacted under extreme emergencies, consider the following actions as appropriate: 

· Designate Fatality Recovery Teams and prioritize assignments.
· Check condition of critical equipment and supplies. Obtain body bags, tags, gloves, masks and other support items.
· Assign staff for the following functions as needed: 

· Recovery teams
· Identification records 
· Morgue
· Assign a person to handle records and personal effects.
· Establish a communication system between the temporary morgue and EOC.
· Check with Operations before using or entering a damaged facility. Ensure staff have adequate protective clothing and equipment.
· Coordinate activities with Law Enforcement, Fire, Medical, and Search & Rescue operations.
· Observe assigned staff carefully for indications of stress.
· Evaluate the need for security of the temporary morgue.
· Advise Transportation (Director, Auxiliary Services, Public Safety) of the coroner transport needs. 
